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Provide a free desktop for people 
that speak your language.



Getting involved



Go to L10n.gnome.org.
Register & choose your language







...and join a team.



Download .po files in l10n.g.o:

...or via Git if you are hackish: 
http://live.gnome.org/TranslationProject/GitHowTo



http://live.gnome.org/
TranslationProject/

ContributeTranslations



Tools



Pick your favorite (gedit, poedit, 
gtranslator, virtaal, ...)





Even Gedit works if all goes wrong 
(but not recommended).



After translating, upload the file to 
L10n.gnome.org



After review it will be committed to 
GNOME's Git code repository and 

shared with the world



Problems when translating



Problem: Bad or ambiguous 
English strings



msgid „Read“

How to pronounce / translate?



Read translation comments



Context strings (msgctxt)



No such thing?
File a bug report with „L10N“ 

keyword against the product in 
bugzilla.gnome.org.

Link to http://live.gnome.org/ 
TranslationProject/DevGuidelines/ 
to help the developer understand



Good practices



Consistency:
Glossary for your language



Check others: open-tran.eu



Use a Translation Memory...



...and use it: Translation proposals



...and use it: Prefill „fuzzy“ strings



...plus other nice tools out there

e.g. 
http://translate.sourceforge.net/ 

wiki/toolkit/pofilter



Team not existing?
Team exists, but no answer? Act! 

See http://live.gnome.org/ 
TranslationProject/StartingATeam/



http://mail.gnome.org/mailman/ 
listinfo/gnome-i18n-list

#i18n channel on GimpNet IRC



http://live.gnome.org/ 
TranslationProject



Now two extra slides 
for your motivation, or so



Releases comparison from 
http://l10n.gnome.org/releases/ compare/ui/2-20/2-32/3-0/

...



Indian languages support in 3.0
Assamese 73% 3⬇
Bengali 79% 3⬇
Bodo --
Dogri --
Gujarati 84% 2⬆
Hindi 79% 1⬇
Kannada 80% 1⬇
Kashmiri 1%
Konkani --
Maithili 44% 6⬇
Malayalam 75% 7⬇

Manipuri --
Marathi 83%
Nepali 47% 6⬇
Oriya 78% 2⬇
Punjabi 92%
Sanskrit --
Santali --
Sindhi --
Tamil 85% 2⬇
Telugu 75% 7⬇
Urdu 1%   1⬆



Questions?

Slides available at:
http://people.gnome.org/~aklapper/gnome-asia2011/


